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Preface 

This guide to the use of the Integrated Authority File (German: Gemeinsame Normdatei 

or GND) in archives aims to help archivists to use the GND by providing information and 

examples of best practices. The goal is to promote the use of GND authority files in 

archives of the German-speaking communities and to highlight the benefits of authority 

files, especially for all those who conduct research in archives. The target audience 

includes individuals working in archives, service providers offering archival systems, and 

general researchers, who might benefit from the use of the GND in archives. The guide 

has been enriched with screenshots from the practice of cataloguing and indexing 

practices of various institutions, including municipal archives, university archives, private 

and state archives.1 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 What is the Integrated Authority File (GND) and How has it 

developed?  

An authority file is a compilation of standardized search and discovery headings used to 

describe the preferred names of things and concepts. These terms can include names of 

people or corporate bodies, designations of objects, as well as abstract terms. The 

standardization in producing - these names and headings is crucial. It ensures clarity regarding 

spelling and preferred naming, as well as a clear and general understanding of the respective 

object—similar to a highly rule-based, semantic lexicon. 

There are numerous authority files in use both in Germany and internationally, with the GND 

being the largest in the German-speaking world, currently containing about 10 million records. 

2 The GND is hosted by the German National Library (DNB) and is collaboratively maintained 

by libraries and other cultural institutions. Originally a working tool in libraries, the GND has 

undergone significant changes in recent decades: Initially developed from a 'data file', the 

GND is now a network of nodes, where the uniquely designated entries serve as anchors 

linking various types of descriptive data. The relationships that emerge between entries (also 

called relations) can exist both between authority records within the GND as well as with other 

databases. And this is no longer limited to the library field: For example, an archive might link 

the bibliographic record of a document from an estate to the corresponding authority record 

                                                

1
 This guide is the result of collaborative work by colleagues from the following institutions: Archive of 

Social Democracy of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES), The Federal Archives (Germany), German 

National Library (DNB), Prussian Secret State Archives (GStA PK), Hessian Institute for Regional 

History (HIL), Stormarn District Archive, Dortmund University Library (UB der TU Dortmund), Berlin 

Central and Regional Library (ZLB). The primary author is Mirjam Sprau, and the names of the other 

authors are listed in alphabetical order. We thank Nils Brübach, Barbara Fischer, Sarah Hartmann, 

Johannes Haslauer, Patrick Leiske, Peter Sandner and Anke Spille for their feedback.  
2 DNB: Welcome to the website of the Integrated Authority File GND. 
https://gnd.network/Webs/gnd/EN/Home/home_node.html (Accessed: 24 June 2024). 

https://gnd.network/Webs/gnd/EN/Home/home_node.html


6 

 

for that person, thereby unambiguously reflecting the relationship between this document and 

the person. At the same time, a library might have linked this authority record to metadata for 

a book dedicated to this particular person. This clearly identifies the person, and the authority 

record has simultaneously become an anchor for two different metadata sets or cultural data 

records. Standardization creates both clarity and connection, relations. 

 

1.2 Terms of the GND 

An individual authority record in the GND describes a specific entity based on rules, meaning 

a term for a thing, concept, person, organization, etc. Depending on the entity, an authority 

record contains, in addition to the established designation, concise information that 

characterizes the entity – for example, biographical information about a person, synonyms, or 

variant forms of the name. In addition to this representation of an entity, an authority record 

also includes information about the record itself, such as the source and the date of the last 

modification. All information in an authority record can be found via the GND number, also 

known as the GND identifier (GND-ID). Therefore, not only the GND-ID itself but also its 

respective metadata is searchable. In the GND, entities are grouped into six types: persons, 

geographical names, corporate bodies, subject terms, literary works, conferences and 

meetings. The assignment of an entity to an entity type is expressed through entity codes, 

which are each linked to at least one record type.3 

An example should clarify these hierarchies: ‘Willy Brandt’ is an entity that belongs to the 

entity type ’Persons’ with the entity code ‘piz’. It is classified as record type ‘Person or Family’. 

The authority record for the politician ‘Willy Brandt’ can be found under the GND-ID 

11851444X with the associated URI https://d-nb.info/gnd/11851444X and shows his former 

name: ‘Herbert Ernst Karl Frahm’ along with a range of additional information (about Brandt 

himself) and further relations. For example, the record allows to directly navigate to the record 

of his son ’Matthias Brandt‘ or to the Social Democratic Party of Germany – 

Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands, SPD – (within the GND), or leads directly to 

publications related to Brandt, museum objects originating from him, or archival materials that 

provide information about him. It is primarily these relations that make the use of the GND so 

attractive for archives, and also make contributing to this constantly growing system 

worthwhile. 

 

2. Significance of Authority Data and Its Use in 

Archives  

2.1 Searching and Finding in the Archive 

Cataloguing/Indexing is the most important prerequisite for providing access to archival 

materials. Only what is described, can be searched and found. The cataloguing guidelines, 

strongly influenced by archival requirements and the technical possibilities of computer-

assisted data entry, focused for a long time on formal specifications for the description type 

(such as process orientation, nominal style, conciseness, alignment with the language of the 

                                                
3 GND Dokumentation (draft), (Accessed: 19 June 2024).  

https://d-nb.info/gnd/11851444X
https://sta.dnb.de/doc/GND
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provenance institution, etc.). However, there are often no guidelines on which terms should 

be included, in what form institutions, people, or geographic locations, should be recorded, 

and either way, no universally applicable and cross-archival standards have been established 

so far. 

With regards to ’searching‘ archival materials, this is a particular challenge, especially because 

for users navigational searching is becoming increasingly unimportant as they expect to see 

relevant and matching results by simply entering individual terms, names, or locations into the 

search field. The display of search results suggests a definitiveness – in the sense that the 

terms used in the cataloguing process semantically and contextually meet the users' 

expectations – while in reality, is left to chance. In the archival cataloguing tradition of some 

institutions, this is indeed intentional; cataloguing intends to provide clues and show the 

possibility of relevant documents, but it is not meaning to suggest that search results will 

precisely or comprehensively present documents for a specific search. Here, modern search 

expectations, which are transferred from more widely known research systems to an Archival 

Information System (AFIS), clash with cataloguing practices and highly specified archive-

specific concepts. 

The process of ’finding‘ archival materials is also significantly hampered due to the semantic 

ambiguities of terminology choices and the unclearly defined designation of people, places, 

and institutions. The relationship between two displayed documents (are two search results 

actually pointing to archival materials referring to the same person?) is only approximate, and 

even the cataloguing archivists themselves cannot say with certainty whether, for example, 

the entry ’PTA‘ in a profession field corresponds to the ’pharmacist’ that a colleague had 

previously created. 

 

2.2 Providing Clear Descriptions 

Only what is clearly described, and securely identified can be reliably searched for and found 

– and this clarity can be efficiently achieved through the employment of authority data. By 

assigning a term for indexing – whether a subject heading or a term for an entity such as an 

institution (corporate body), a place (geographic name), a work, or a person – to a GND 

number and its corresponding authority record, a structured statement is created. This 

statement establishes a correspondence between the indexer’s intent and the metadata 

representation, fostering consistency and precision in information systems.  

The unambiguous identification clarifies what is being catalogued or indexed, what a metadata 

entry is referring to – homonyms (words with the same form but different meanings) are 

distinguished between, synonyms (different terms with the same meaning) are related to one 

another. Disambiguation, the clear distinction, offers cataloguers opportunities for continuous 

standardization and post-processing of records, for agreements on the terms to be used (and 

thus their admittance into a ’controlled vocabulary ‘), and for establishing relations between 

individual documents. This supports the efforts towards the goal of a more standardized, 

verifiable, and ultimately more professional cataloguing practice. 

The benefits for users arise directly from this practice: Everything that has been 

unambiguously indexed and identified, can be unequivocally found. Archival materials with 

established relations to a specific person can be reliably researched in connection with that 
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person; metadata with variant spellings for a place name can be assigned to a structured 

dataset, and subject headings used can be assigned a clear meaning, similar to a glossary. 

 

2.3 Linking with Records from Other Institutions 

The benefits of using the GND in archives go even further: Through GND authority data, 

cataloguing data within an archive can be connected and displayed simultaneously. Beyond 

the boundaries of the institution itself (e.g., when shared via portals like the Archivportal-D 

(The German Archives Portal)) and across disciplinary boundaries, cultural data from libraries, 

museums, memorial sites, research institutions, etc., can be interlinked. This allows users to 

conduct their research by leaping off the archival materials into a structured data space, where 

the proper assignment of information to the item in question is ensured. Through the GND, a 

whole range of other connections can be made, such as relationships between a work and the 

individuals, places, and historical events primarily involved in its creation. The GND Explorer 

(see below) particularly illustrates these relations and offers a number of access points for 

new searches. 

The network of GND authority records provides access beyond the GND to additional external 

identifiers that can be linked to an institution’s own records through the GND functioning as a 

hub. They include geonames, Wikidata, the Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID), 

Filmportal.de, International Standard Audiovisual Number (ISAN), International Standard 

Name Identifier (ISNI), the French authority file RAMEAU maintained by the National Library 

of France, or the English-language Library of Congress Subject Headings(LCSH). 

In short: GND authority data significantly improves the quality of an institution’s own data and 

substantially increases its worldwide visibility. GND authority data represents a significant 

benefit for any archive and its users. Moreover, the use of GND authority data plays an 

important role in securing funding, as it helps meet the FAIR criteria for datasets, which must 

be adhered to, for example, in project applications at the German Research Foundation 

(Deutsche Forschungs-gemeinschaft, DFG). 

In order to take advantage of all these benefits, various prerequisites must be met, depending 

on the intended use. First of all, the passive use of GND authority file data is of course quite 

simple. The authority file can be used like a dictionary to compare content, semantics and 

spellings; the GND data is licensed under the Creative Commons Zero license (CC0 licence) 

and can be reused freely and without restriction. 

 

3. Added Value of Integrating GND with Examples  

The use of the GND leads to an improvement in user-friendliness and usability of archival 

information systems and portals. The benefits of the GND are particularly evident for the 

general public, who is seeking brief and concise information. The information archives offer 

allows for more accessibility, and platforms become more user-centred for more practical, 

easier, and more intuitive use. The use of the GND grants more options for research and 

generally improves simultaneous searches in metadata and digitized materials across a 

variety of archives. Particularly users who are not familiar with archival terminology and the 

principles of archival cataloguing can improve their search results in archival materials and 

access information through an easier and more user-friendly interface. 

https://www.geonames.org/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Introduction/de
https://orcid.org/
https://www.filmportal.de/
http://www.isan.org/
https://isni.org/
https://isni.org/
https://rameau.bnf.fr/
https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/freelcsh.html
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://www.dfg.de/de
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.de
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The added value and benefits of using authority data in archives - for users as well as for 

archivists - will be illustrated by the following specific examples: (1) Unique identification of 

persons, places, corporate bodies, works, and other entities, as well as their disambiguation; 

(2) efficiency by avoiding redundant data entry; (3) cross-domain networking; (4) data 

enrichment; (5) interoperability; (6) improving visibility; and (7) creating new access points and 

search entries. 

 

3.1 Unique Identification and Disambiguation 

The GND provides archives with the added value of clearly identifying entities such as 

persons, places, corporate bodies, works, etc. as unique, and hence distinguishing them from 

others, i.e., disambiguating them. This secure identification is possible across domains and 

collections. When information and data from archives (such as finding aids, digitized materials) 

are exported to portals like Archivportal-D, the inclusion of the stable identifier GND-ID as a 

network attribute supports their inter-institutional discovery (see Example 1: State Archive of 

Baden-Württemberg, Figure 1). 

To support unique identification and disambiguation of specific resources such as film works, 

a GND authority record can include external identifiers such as ISAN, Entertainment Identifier 

Registry (EIDR), filmportal.de identifiers, or Internet Movie Database (IMDb) in a GND 

authority record. For musical works, the GND authority record can incorporate identifiers such 

as the International Standard Musical Work Code (ISWC). 

 

Example 1: State Archive of Baden Württemberg  

The State Archive of Baden-Württemberg uses the identifiers of the GND (GND-ID) to make 

relationships between entities visible and searchable for their users beyond their own system, 

especially for persons and places (geographical names), such as the place Schönberg (see 

Figure 1). In this process, the archivists primarily search for persons manually using the 

research tool OGND (Online-GND) and make use of already existing GND authority data for 

persons. Through the GND web form and supported by the GND agency LEO-BW-Regional, 

the archive can also create new records and supplement existing datasets. 

https://ui.eidr.org/
https://ui.eidr.org/
https://www.filmportal.de/
https://www.imdb.com/
https://www.iswc.org/home
https://www.iswc.org/home
https://swb.bsz-bw.de/DB=2.104/?COOKIE=Us998,Pbszgast,I2017,B20728+,SY,NRecherche-DB,D2.104,Ef6912900-0,A,H,R79.211.19.61,FY


10 

 

Figure 1: Search for the place ’Schönberg‘ on the website leo-bw.de. Screenshot. 

https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-

gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchR

esult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

3.2 Efficiency Through Avoiding Redundant Data Entry 

Utilising the GND enables efficient archival description by avoiding repetetitive manual data 

entry in archival information systems. This ensures consistency and accuracy across records, 

and also helps to eliminate potential sources of error occurring in manual processing. 

Additionally, reducing the key information – Who? What? When? Where? – by linking with 

authority data may eventually provide the opportunity to support archival description (partially) 

through artificial intelligence, thus saving personnel resources. This approach reduces the 

need for time-consuming contextual research on individuals, places, and events depicted in 

archival materials… Instead, such information can be efficiently provided by linking to authority 

records and, where applicable, to widely recognized knowledge platforms, as demonstrated 

by the Stormarn Disctrict Archive (see Example 2, Figure 2). 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
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Example 2: Stormarn District Archive, Schleswig-Holstein 

The example of an archival item related to the person Klaus Klingner4 from the Stormarn 

District Archive (Kreisarchiv Stormarn)5 shows that the yellow-highlighted information is 

automatically transferred through the use of the GND and its sources. Hence, it no longer has 

to be entered manually nor maintained by the archive (see Figure 2). By integrating the GND 

authority data for persons, subsequent additions or corrections in the local system, such as 

the addition of a date or place of death, when a person passes away, are no longer necessary. 

These details are automatically transferred from the GND and updated on a regular basis. 
 

Figure 2: Screenshot with colour-highlighted abbreviation suggestion in the local system after integrating the 

GND reference, Media Database Stormarn District Archive. www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de. 
https://www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de/mediadb/?collections=130&lnum=24434&q=Klaus%20Klingner&showtree=1 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

3.3 Cross-Domain Networking 

Authority data provides the foundation for cross-domain and inter-institutional networking of 

collections and information. Through controlled data about entities such as a person, corporate 

body or work, materials and sources can be linked and presented across institutions. The data 

from the GND is shared across countries and integrated into other internationally recognized 

controlled vocabulary systems. This ensures that verified facts are interconnected in the global 

system. 

Additionally, the relationships contained in a GND entity can be visualized in the GND 

Explorer, as shown in the example of the film work Shoah (see Example 3, Figure 3). 

                                                
4 Klaus Klingner Link to GND ID: http://d-nb.info/gnd/1110822375. 
5 Kreisarchiv Stormarn. Link to GND ID: http://d-nb.info/gnd/2155480-8. 

http://www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de/
https://www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de/mediadb/?collections=130&lnum=24434&q=Klaus%20Klingner&showtree=1
http://d-nb.info/gnd/1110822375
http://d-nb.info/gnd/2155480-8
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Example 3: Film work Shoah 

The documentary film Shoah, directed by Claude Lanzmann, has the GND-ID 4199726-8. The 

film is the subject of various publications and is connected as a work to other works, such as 

Shoah - Radiocomposition. 

 

The figure shows the nodally linked entries for the film Shoah in the GND Explorer.

Figure 3: Film work Shoah in the portal GND-Explorer. Screenshot. 

https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/041997263/relations (Accessed: 25 March 2024). 

 

For archives, the potential for networking through the GND is particularly evident in the 

Archivportal-D. In the full view of a dataset for a person or organization, the Archivportal-D 

links to the corresponding GND dataset in the German National Library catalogue under 

’External Links‘ on the right side. The GND-ID can be found in the opened record view behind 

the string ‘gnd/’ under the data element ‘Link to this record’ (see above, DNB catalogue). 

 

Example 4: Digital German Women’s Archive 

A search for Clara Zetkin within the Kalliope Union Catalog6, the national reference tool for 

estates, autographs, and publishing archives, displays the partial holdings at the Federal 

Archives (Bundesarchiv), the State Archives of Baden-Württemberg (Headquarters in 

Stuttgart), and the German Literature Archive Marbach (Deutsches Literaturarchiv – DLA). 

However, the Digital German Women's Archive (Digitales Deutsches Frauenarchiv, DDF) 

presents the person page of Clara Zetkin as a network: Clara Zetkin | Digitales Deutsches 

Frauenarchiv (digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de).7 The META catalogue of the Digital 

German Women's Archive also provides the linked GND data as an info button (Figure 4). 

                                                
6 Kalliope Union Catalog. Link to GND-ID. Website: https://kalliope-verbund.info/en/ 
7 Digital German Women’s Archive: Clara Zetkin.  
https://www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de/akteurinnen/clara-zetkin#actor-network (Accessed: 
19 June 2024).  

https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/4199726-8?f.sprachencode=yid&rows=25&pos=17
https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/041997263/relations
https://www.archivportal-d.de/?lang=en
https://www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de/akteurinnen/clara-zetkin#actor-network
https://www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de/akteurinnen/clara-zetkin#actor-network
https://www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de/akteurinnen/clara-zetkin#actor-network
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Figure 4: Info button for Clara Zetkin. Digital German Women’s Archive. https://www.meta-
katalog.eu/Record/7963addf (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

3.4 Data Enrichment  

By using the GND, archival data can be enriched automatically. For example, information 

about persons such as dates of birth and death, different spellings of names, and 

transliterations of names no longer requires manual data entry into the archive’s information 

system, but may be imported using the person’s GND-ID. External identifiers that may be 

included in the GND authority recordcan, if applicable, also serve to enrich the data, as these 

external identifiers provide a network of additional data sources.8 Additionally, external 

identifiers link the GND to databases and to other standard identifiers, which in turn, if 

integrated with existing data, can improve data quality and completeness.  

 

Example 5: Person Page in the Archivportal-D 

Employing GND authority data allows for the creation of pages for persons and enriches these 

pages with data and content from other online portals, such as biographical dates, professions, 

                                                
8 The identifiers from the Library of Congress List of Standard Identifiers are approved for use in the 
GND, Library of Congress, https://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/identifiers.html (Accessed: 11 July 2024). 

https://www.meta-katalog.eu/Record/7963addf
https://www.meta-katalog.eu/Record/7963addf
https://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/identifiers.html
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or images that are available for reuse. An example of this is the person page for Hannah 

Arendt in Archivportal-D (see Figure 5). 

Furthermore, the person page provides the opportunity to link to works by and about the 

person, for example, on filmportal.de. 

 

Figure 5: Person page for Hannah Arendt in Archivportal-D. Screenshot. https://www.archivportal-

d.de/person/gnd/11850391X (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

https://www.filmportal.de/
https://www.archivportal-d.de/person/gnd/11850391X
https://www.archivportal-d.de/person/gnd/11850391X


15 

 

3.5 Interoperability  

In the GND, interoperability is, for instance, enabled through the establishment of mappings 

(= relations) between controlled vocabularies, adhering to the standard ISO 25964-2 Thesauri 

and interoperability with other vocabularies / Part 2: Interoperability with other vocabularies. 

Interoperability is also established through the inclusion of external identifiers in a GND record, 

such as the integration of an ORCID, ISNI, or Wikidata Q Identifier (Wikidata QID) in a person's 

GND record, or the inclusion of an external identifier like ISAN, IMDb, or Wikidata QID in a 

GND record for a film work. 

 

3.6 Improving Visibility  

The use of GND data in archives is particularly suitable for significant improvement of the 

visibility of cultural heritage as well as the institutions that preserve and make it accessible. 

This applies on a regional, national, and global level. When information and data from archives 

such as finding aids or digitized materials are exported to portals like Archivportal-D, they can 

be made searchable and discoverable by using the GND-ID. Furthermore, this information is 

machine-readable, which increases the visibility of collections and repositories, which opens 

up new user groups. 

To allow external discovery of an institution’s own data, for example by displaying it as a 

separate node in the GND Explorer, the directory data must first be made publicly accessible 

online. The datasets can then be ’reported‘ to the GND network through a BEACON file (see 

Example 5, Figure 5). 

 

Example 6: Visibility – Hessian Institute for Regional History (HIL), 

BEACON File  

The Hessian Institute for Regional History (HIL) provides its data through a BEACON file, 

thereby reporting it to the GND network. This allows their own files to be displayed to a wider 

circle through the GND linkage in a machine-readable format, such as data from the Hessian 

Biography: Figure 6 shows the details of a BEACON file - the prefix line refers to the GND; the 

numbers listed below are GND-IDs, and the ’Target‘ refers to the destination to which the 

GND-IDs should be linked. Figure 7 shows a sample record from the Hessian Biography, 

specifically the record for Lily Pringsheim. 

 

https://www.niso.org/schemas/iso25964
https://www.niso.org/schemas/iso25964
https://www.niso.org/schemas/iso25964
https://www.niso.org/schemas/iso25964
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Figure 6: BEACON File of the Hessian Institute for Regional History (HIL) for the Hessian Biography. Screenshot 

(excerpt). lagis-hessen.de/gnd.txt. (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

Figure 7:’Pringsheim, Lily’, in: Hessian Biography https://www.lagis-hessen.de/pnd/1030506094 Status: 28.9.2024. 

Screenshot (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

  

https://www.lagis-hessen.de/gnd.txt
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Example 7: Visibility – Stormarn District Archive, Schleswig-Holstein 

The Stormarn District Archive in Schleswig-Holstein primarily uses GND IDs for persons to 

catalogue photographs, posters, and other materials from the 20th century. Persons, who are 

depicted in these materials are assigned GND-IDs. When conducting research in Archivportal-

D, the content of various archives is displayed together. If a person from the contributing 

archive has been linked to the corresponding GND authority record, the archive’s entry 

appears on the so-called ’person page’ (see Figure 8). All entries linked to the GND entity for 

that person are listed there and provide the archive's users with immediate access to additional 

search entry points and resources related to the person they are researching on, dispensing 

with the need to gather this information individually in additional steps. This way the archive 

also increases its reach and visibility. 9 

 

 
Figure 8: Search result in Archivportal-D for Franz Josef Strauß: Results with GND ID and digital copy are listed 

first. Screenshot. https://www.archivportal-

d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbn

ailFiltered=false&rows=20 (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

3.7 Creation of New Access Points and Search Entries 

The advantage of using the GND in archives is that it opens up new access points that are not 

limited by the organizational principles of the archives. Instead, it enables research across all 

collections, allowing users to find information linked to an entity, such as a person, corporate 

body, geographic location, or work. 

                                                
9 For further information on the benefits of the GND see the website of the German National Library. 
https://gnd.network/Webs/gnd/EN/AboutGND/aboutGND_node (Accessed: 17 June 2024) 

https://www.archivportal-d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20
https://www.archivportal-d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20
https://www.archivportal-d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20
https://gnd.network/Webs/gnd/EN/AboutGND/aboutGND_node
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Example 8: New Access Points Through Keyword Indexing – 

 Archivportal-D 

In the online collections of Archivportal-D, all assigned cataloguing records can also be 

displayed with keywords. The subject headings are organized thematically and geographically 

and are part of a separate controlled vocabulary due to their assignment to GND records. This 

enables users to search for archive records using well-known and widely used terms. The 

mapping of the controlled vocabulary in the vocabulary management tool xTree (eXtended 

node tree) enables archivists and users alike to properly identify the terms used. The user-

friendly presentation in the online collections always leads to a tectonic presentation of the 

respective archival object on the following object page - a new, technically sound entry point 

for research. For example, the online collection ’Weimar Republic‘ in Archivportal-D links 

through the subject keyword ’Ruhrbesetzung‘ (see Figure 9) to the subject term ’Ruhrkampf‘, 

which is available in the GND with the entity type ’sih‘ for ’Historisches Einzelereignis’ (Historic 

single event) and the GND ID 4130243-6: https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/4130243-6. 

’Ruhrbesetzung‘ is stored as a synonym of the GND subject term, allowing to map the subject 

keyword with the GND (see Figure 10).  

 

 

Figure 9: Archivportal-D, online collection ’Weimar Republic‘, Screenshot. https://www.archivportal-

d.de/themenportale/weimarer-republik (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

https://sta.dnb.de/doc/GND
https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/4130243-6
https://www.archivportal-d.de/themenportale/weimarer-republik
https://www.archivportal-d.de/themenportale/weimarer-republik
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Figure 10: xTree, provided by digicult-verbund.de. Screenshot. http://xtree-public.digicult-

verbund.de/vocnet/?uriVocItem=http://vocab.archivportal-d.de/00149&startNode=01099&lang=de&d=n 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

4. Searching in the GND  

The partners of the GND cooperative offer various search tools for determining the correct 

GND ID for an entity or subject heading. The advantages of using the following tools are 

explained below: GND-Explorer, lobid-GND, Web-GND Eurospider, OGND of the BSZ and 

DNB catalogue. 

 

4.1 GND Explorer 

The GND Explorer is particularly suitable for getting started thanks to an autosuggest feature. 

It does not require any special search commands, and the search terms do not have to be 

entered in a specific order. If the searched record is already listed by the autosuggest feature, 

it can be clicked directly to open the so-called ’fact sheet view‘. The GND ID is positioned at 

the top left of the page. A search term can also be entered independent of the autosuggest 

feature’s suggestions and confirmed by clicking on the magnifying glass symbol or by hitting 

the Enter key. The number of search results can be found at the top left of the page. The menu 

’Record Type’ offers a selection of record types for the search: Families belong to the record 

type ’Person‘, professions to the record type ’Subject Heading‘. The symbols for the ’Map 

View‘ and ’Timeline View‘ features, positioned below the symbol for the results list on the right 

side, allow a search for all structured place and time references recorded in the GND, 

https://digicult-verbund.de/de/
http://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/?uriVocItem=http://vocab.arch
http://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/?uriVocItem=http://vocab.arch
http://ivportal-d.de/00149&startNode=01099&lang=de&d=n
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depending on the type of data record. In the case of persons, for example, this includes dates 

of life and work as well as the places of birth, work or death. 

In addition to targeted search queries, it is also possible to submit a ’blank‘ search in the GND 

Explorer by simply clicking Enter in the empty search field. The result list will then display all 

records contained in the GND; Going forward, the set of results can then be refined by utilizing 

filters and facets. The faceted search can also be employed, when entering a search term. 

Another feature of the GND Explorer is the visualization of the relationships between entities, 

as well as the display of results on a map or timeline. 

 

4.2 lobid-gnd 

The Linking Open Bibliographic Data (lobid-gnd) of the North Rhine-Westphalia University 

Library Center (hbz) also includes an autosuggest feature. However, unlike the GND Explorer, 

here the user must work with the search options provided in the search box on the homepage. 

Similar to the asterisk symbol ‘*’ used for truncation in the search box, the user can perform a 

fuzzy search by entering a tilde. This function is very useful when, for example, a name is 

misspelled in the source. If the researched record already appears in the results generated by 

the autosuggest feature, a direct click will open the detailed view. The listed ’GND number‘ is 

the desired GND-ID. Under the ’Relationships‘ tab, the relationships of the selected record to 

other entities are graphically displayed. For large datasets, it is recommended to use the lobid-

API, which allows for data to be partially automated and matched with the GND. How the 

reconciliation process works and how the GND-IDs can be integrated into an in-house system 

is explained in section 5 under scenario 3. 

In addition, there is a link on the lobid-gnd homepage to the ’Search Interface for Browsing 

the GND’. Here, all GND records are listed, which can then be filtered using the options on 

the right side. Similar to the ’Record Type‘ in the GND Explorer, a user can filter for the type 

of record they are searching for under the ’Entity Type‘ menu on the right. Unlike in the GND 

Explorer, buildings are listed here under the entity type ’Geographic Entity’. In the GND, 

stationary buildings are typically recorded under the category ’Building or memorial’. However, 

some buildings are also classified as works.10 

 

4.3 WebGND Eurospider 

The WebGND service provided by the company Eurospider offers an autosuggest feature; 

however, the search terms must be entered in the correct syntax like, for instance modern 

names in the format: ’Last name, First name’. Historical figures or members of the nobility 

often have a different name structure. Therefore, if a different syntax is entered, results will 

not appear in the autosuggest feature but will only be returned after confirming the search 

query by pressing the Enter key. When hovering the mouse over the autosuggest list, the 

GND-ID appears in the search box. The WebGND allows filtering by entity types in the left 

column. However, clicking the entity types to navigate to sub-entities and further specify the 

search is not an option. In WebGND, only structured data can be searched, not information 

                                                
10 GND Explorer 
https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/1046633791?f.entitycode=gib&f.satzart=Werk&rows=25&pos=1 
(Accessed: 10 July 2024). 

https://lobid.org/gnd
http://gnd.eurospider.com/s
https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/1046633791?f.entitycode=gib&f.satzart=Werk&rows=25&pos=1
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that is stored in the free-text field of the GND record; this presents a problem in cases where 

important information about a person is offered unstructured in the free-text field. 

 

4.4 Online Access to the GND (OGND)  

The OGND is a service provided by the Library Service Centre of Baden-Württemberg (BSZ) 

and is updated online via the GND of the joint cataloguing database K10plus of the Southwest 

German Library Network (SWB) and the Common Library Network (GBV). In the OGND, there 

are predefined search parameters offered as choice list in a dropdown menu. 

 

Figure 11: OGND, Screenshot https://swb.bsz-bw.de/ (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

As in the Web-GND, the OGND does not allow for a full-text search. In the dropdown menu, 

the parameter for the searched GND entity can be set (see Figure 10). For persons, these are 

mainly PER for modern names in the syntax: Last name, First name, and PST, when searching 

for a name requiring a different syntax (e.g., Friedrich II, King of Prussia). The parameters 

’Subject heading, person [SWP]’, ’Subject heading, geographical [SWG]’, ’Subject heading, 

corporation (name) [SWK]’, ’Subject heading, corporation (place) [SWC]’, and ’Subject 

heading, uniform title [SWT]’ should not be used, as a search with these parameters does not 

cover all records for the respective entity in the GND. In the ’Advanced Search‘ option search 

fields can be combined. Through the search parameter ’RL = Related Standardized Record in 

the GND’, it is possible to search for life and activity dates in connection with persons. 

 

https://swb.bsz-bw.de/
https://swb.bsz-bw.de/
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4.5 DNB Catalogue 

The DNB Catalogue offers a full-text search that initially covers the entire dataset of the 

German National Library. Truncation is an option using ‘*’. All entered search terms are 

automatically linked with ’and’. After a performed search, the authority records are displayed 

on the right side under the heading ’All Authority Records’. As in the previous applications, the 

search can then be specified to individual entities. The GND-ID can be found in the record 

view under ’Link to this record‘ following the string ’gnd/’. 

 

4.6 Portals: Wikipedia, Wikidata, Deutsche Biographie, DDB and 

others 

GND-IDs are also recorded in portals such as Wikipedia and Wikidata, DDB or Archivportal-

D, and Deutsche Biographie. They link to the aforementioned tools and can be adopted from 

there. 

 

Wikipedia and Wikidata 

In German Wikipedia, at the very bottom of Wikipedia entries, under the section ’Categories‘ 

there is an ’Authority Control databases‘ bar. If a link to the GND is provided, the ID is listed 

first, after ’GND:’. Wikipedia is closely related to the open database Wikidata, which was 

developed by Wikimedia Germany and continues to be developed and expanded in a joint 

effort with the Wikimedia Foundation (the owner of Wikipedia) and a large community of 

volunteers. In Wikidata, in the case of a link to the Integrated Authority File (GND), the ’GND-

ID‘ can be found in the ’Identifiers‘ section at the bottom of a person's data record. 

For example, at the bottom of the German Wikipedia page for the art historian and resistance 

fighter of the French Résistance, Rose Valland, there is a section with authority data: 

"Authority control (Person): GND: 123693136 (lobid, OGND) | LCCN: n98108509 | VIAF: 

7517498 | Wikipedia Person Search." GND: 123693136 (lobid, OGND) | LCCN: n98108509 | 

VIAF: 7517498 | Wikipedia-Personensuche”. 

In the corresponding Wikidata Q-Identifier (Q222961) for Rose Valland, under the ’Identifiers‘ 

section, a variety of identifiers are listed and linked, including the GND-ID and, for example, 

the identifier for the Virtual International Authority File (VIAF)  (see Figures 12 and 13). 

 

 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Hauptseite
https://www.wikidata.org/
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rose_Valland
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemeinsame_Normdatei
https://d-nb.info/gnd/123693136
https://lobid.org/gnd/123693136
https://swb.bsz-bw.de/DB=2.104/SET=1/TTL=1/CMD?retrace=0&trm_old=&ACT=SRCHA&IKT=2999&SRT=RLV&TRM=123693136
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress_Control_Number
https://lccn.loc.gov/n98108509
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_International_Authority_File
https://viaf.org/viaf/7517498/
https://persondata.toolforge.org/p/Rose_Valland
https://viaf.org/
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Figure 12: Wikidata Q-Identifier for the person Rose Valland, Screenshot (Detail). https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/ 

Q222961 (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/%20Q222961
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/%20Q222961
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Figure 13: Wikidata Q-Identifier for the person Rose Valland, list of linked identifiers. Screenshot (Detail) 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q222961 (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

German Digital Library  

In the German Digital Library (DDB), the GND record for a person within the DNB catalogue 

can be accessed by clicking the respective link in the section 'External Links'.  

 

Archivportal-D  

In the Archivportal-D, the GND record for a person or an organization within the DNB catalogue 

can be accessed by clicking the respective link in the section 'External Links' on the right side 

of a record. 

 

 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q222961
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Deutsche Biographie 

In the web portal Deutsche Biographie (DB), the user can access the GND-ID by clicking on 

the 'Overview' tab at the top of the respective 'Person record.' The searched ID can then be 

found under 'Authority Data' and 'GND.' For example, the DBlinks to the authority data of GND, 

OGND, and VIAF for the person Konrad Zuse (see Figure 14). 

 

Figure 14: Konrad Zuse in the Deutsche Biographie. Screenshot (Detail). https://www.deutsche-

biographie.de/sfz109268.html (Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

Links for Searching in the GND  

a) Search Tools GND 

GND-Explorer (DNB): https://explore.gnd.network/  

lobid-GND: https://lobid.org/gnd 

WebGND (Eurospider): http://gnd.eurospider.com/  

OGND (BSZ): https://www.bsz-bw.de/ognd.html 

DNB-Katalog:https://www.dnb.de/DE/Benutzung/benutzung_node.html#sprg225128  

b) Web Portals with Connections to the GND-ID 

Wikipedia: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Hauptseite 

Wikidata: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page 

Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek: https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/ 

Archivportal-D: https://www.archivportal-d.de/ 

Deutsche Biographie: https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/ 

https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/
https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/sfz109268.html
https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/sfz109268.html
https://explore.gnd.network/
https://lobid.org/gnd
http://gnd.eurospider.com/
https://www.bsz-bw.de/ognd.html
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Benutzung/benutzung_node.html#sprg225128
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Hauptseite
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://www.archivportal-d.de/
https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/
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5. Integration of the GND into the Cataloguing 

Process. Three Scenarios 

How does data from the Integrated Authority File enter the archival information system? There 

are various possibilities. Three key options are presented here - manual data entry, machine-

assisted matching, and insertion using an autosuggest feature. 

 

5.1 Scenario 1: Researching the GND-ID and Integrating It into 

an In-House System 

In general, the various archival information systems (AFIS) have forms and templates in which, 

for example, master data can be entered in accordance with International Standard Archival 

Authority Record for Corporate Bodies, Persons and Families (ISAAR(CPF). This master data 

includes persons, corporate bodies, families, and also geographical terms (but not subject 

terms) and can be linked to the cataloguing units. Ideally, the master data forms also contain 

a field for the unique identification number (ID number) from the GND. As described above, it 

is equally possible to directly record the GND identifier in the cataloguing unit. 

First, a research tool like the GND Explorer verifies if the person, corporate body, or place in 

question has an available GND set of data (see Figure 15). 

 

 

Figure 15: Entity type 'Person' (piz) using the example of the engineer Konrad Zuse (GND No. 118637436) in the 

GND Explorer. Screenshot (Detail). https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/118637436?term=Zuse&rows=25&pos=1 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024). 

 

Based on the information about a person recorded in the documents of the respective archive, 

who, for example, may hold particular significance for the archive's responsible institution, a 

master data record can be created (see Figure 16). If the desired record is available, the 

identifier from the GND can be entered into the respective field for the GND-ID in the AFIS. If 

the import is not automated, usually not the complete link is entered; instead, as presented in 

https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/118637436?term=Zuse&rows=25&pos=1
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the example in Figure 16, the corresponding number is recorded in the respective GND-ID 

field. Subsequently, this master data record can be linked to the corresponding cataloguing 

datasets or access information (provenances). The indices associated with the respective 

cataloguing unit cannot be linked to the master data record (in AUGIAS X), yet. If needed, this 

authority data can be transferred via copy and paste or manually from the GND Explorer 

(Figure 17) 

 

 

Figure 16: Example of an authority data integration in the editing view of the software AUGIAS X. The master data 

sheet for Konrad Zuse, honorary doctor of the University of Dortmund, includes data from the GND, but also from 

other data sources (indicators) such as Filmportal.de, Archivportal-D, Wikipedia, etc. Screenshot University Archive 

Dortmund. (Accessed: 19 June 2024). 
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Figure 17: Authority data integration using copy and paste in the user view of the software AUGIAS X. The example 

shows the corresponding index of the cataloguing unit with the personal subject heading 'Konrad Zuse' in the 

bottom line. Screenshot University Archive Dortmund. (Accessed: 19 June 2024). 

 

5.2 Scenario 2: Researching Within the In-House System 

Searching for records maintained by the Integrated Authority File (GND) can also be carried 

out from within some of the AFIS systems. There are two use cases for this: (a) an interface 

to the GND based on the Standard Search/Retrieve via URL (SRU) allows for searching 

individual records as a result set, as it includes an integrated index; (b) an Open Archives 

Initiative (OAI) interface enables regular machine-assisted updates of large datasets. In this 

case, a dataset (or a selection) from the GND is for instance imported into the system to match 

the institution’s data with the GND data. Through the interfaces described above, queries can 

be executed directly within the GND data. In case of deep integration within the AFIS, search 

terms can be integrated directly from the index to a search field and adjusted if necessary. 

Since a result list may contain numerous records, additional information supporting 

identification and differentiation may be displayed depending on the system (see Figure 18). 

However, in cases of ambiguity, it may be necessary to search for the correct result in the 

GND using one of the previously described methods outside of the AFIS. Some AFIS systems 

provide the option to use an externally researched GND identifier for internal searches through 

the interface and to retrieve specific records (for example, for ACTApro, AUGIAS, and oikos). 
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Figure 18: Searching for GND records from within the AFIS. Screenshot of the software scopeArchiv Version 5.3 

in the Archive of Social Democracy of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. Screenshot. (Accessed: 27 June 2024). 

 

Since the SRU interface allows access to the complete record, it is possible to import not only 

basic information such as names and GND-ID but also additional data into the AFIS. Such an 

enriched record within the AFIS is not only helpful for unambiguous referencing to the GND, 

but can also be useful for cataloguing and research tasks. For example, life data or variant 

forms of the name can be stored in the AFIS.  

That said, integrating additional authority data in the display of the master data record can 

provide added value. For example, georeferencing can be a useful tool to clearly identify 

birthplaces in the AFIS. Building on this, further applications, such as visualization on a map, 

are also conceivable, as provided by the software oikos from the company histify (see Figure 

19) 
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Figure 19: Enriched master data record with standardized geodata and integration of a map representation. 

Screenshot of the Software oikos from the Archive of Social Democracy of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. Screenshot. 

(Accessed: 27 June 2024). 

 

Regarding the transfer of data to a research application for users, it may be important to 

distinguish whether the imported data from the GND just complements the master data for a 

person, for example, or is directly written into the respective cataloguing unit containing 

information about this person. Some AFIS systems are currently unable to automatically 

update the imported GND data (see Figure 20). This needs to be considered when selecting 

the data to be displayed in the research applications (and it is advisable here to limit display 

to the most essential data). 
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Figure 20: Updating imported GND records. Screenshot of the AFIS scopeArchiv Version 5.3 in the Archive of 

Social Democracy of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. Screenshot. (Accessed: 27 June 2024). 

 

For access to the GND with write permission, the GND11 online standard interface can be used 

and integrated into the respective system. The online standard interface is an editing interface 

for the GND, meaning that it allows new data to be added or existing data to be edited, 

provided that the organizational and technical requirements are met. Otherwise, authorized 

institutions can create new records (currently for persons and corporate bodies) or make 

corrections to existing records through the GND web form. 

 

5.3 Scenario 3: Perform GND Matching and Import Identified 

GND-IDs into the AFIS  

The GND provides the option to match certain datasets, such as data on entities like persons, 

geographical names, or works, with the GND and other data sources like Wikidata, using the 

lobid-GND. For example, archives can use the software tool OpenRefine, employing the 

Reconciliation API to access the lobid service from University Library Centre of North Rhine-

Westphalia, in order to perform data matching. To this end, the archival data is initially 

processed outside the AFIS to facilitate mass operations and automated matching. This 

scenario is feasible both with data exported directly from the AFIS for processing as well as 

                                                
11 DNB: Online Authority Interfaces 
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/online-
normschnittstelle_node.html (Accessed: 20 June 2024) 

https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/online-normschnittstelle_node.html
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/online-normschnittstelle_node.html
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with newly generated data for instance from a retroconversion project or incoming archival 

materials. 

Individual elements of an archival record, such as data about a person (including name, 

biographical data, profession), can be compared with an index of the entire GND to generate 

a list of potential matches, weighted by the probability of a match. This works particularly well 

for well-known figures, especially for historical figures or individuals who have published or 

have been the subject of publications. Likewise, geographical names can be matched with the 

GND. Michael Markert presents a simple workflow in an explanatory video to collate place 

name lists with inconsistent entries using clustering in OpenRefine and match them with the 

GND, even with misspelled names. 

If the archival data matches the proposed GND records, both individual records and bulk 

matches can be processed in OpenRefine. This method enriches the data with the respective 

GND-IDs. Finally, this enriched dataset is transferred into the AFIS. 

 

5.4 What should I do if I find a duplicate? 

Despite editorial review, an entity may exist as a duplicate authority record in the GND 

(duplicate). When reusing data, it is usually irrelevant which of the GND identifiers is 

transferred into the system, as long as a notification about the duplicate is sent. The 

responsible GND editorial team will then merge the duplicates into a single authority record 

and perform a so-called ‘redirect’. As a result, the IDs of all the ’resolved‘ records are retained 

in the remaining or winner data record. This way even with the ’old‘ IDs references to the 

relevant entity remain intact and available for future searches. Duplicates can be reported to 

the DNB via the correction form (for persons only) or via gnd-info@dnb.de (for all other 

entities), if no GND editorial team is available to merge the duplicates. The correction form 

can be accessed under the ’Actions‘ section in the GND person record in the DNB catalogue. 

 

6. Challenges 

The use of authority data in archives presents a range of technical, infrastructural, 

organizational, and conceptual challenges. Technical challenges include integrating an 

interface and expanding editing functions into the respective archival information systems 

(AFIS). Not all archival information systems are capable of importing GND data and/or 

automatically updating the imported GND data. Additionally, the various AFIS often do not 

allow the integration of all types of GND records, such as persons, corporate bodies, 

conferences, geographic entities, subject terms, and works. The current implementation is 

often limited to persons and corporate bodies, and linking subject terms (subject keywords) is 

often only possible with indices of cataloguing units. 

The large-scale automated matching of individual descriptors with the GND, including context-

aware plausibility checks of results, could potentially provide a way to link the data compiled 

in archives with the GND. 

Furthermore, searching archival descriptive information with the help of authority data requires 

that the identified and imported authority data is available for combined search queries. This 

applies to the offered research services of individual archives as well as geographically or 
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thematically focused meta-portals. Providing and updating authority data via interface should 

be pursued to support this goal. 

Currently, AFIS sometimes lack functionalities for interlinking authority data, or the integration 

of library or archival standards is handled in different ways. For example, AUGIAS X uses the 

archival standard ISAAR(CPF), which means that subject terms (subject keywords) from the 

GND are not yet supported. The subject keywords of the GND can currently only be included 

in the indices of cataloguing units. 

The GND is still primarily geared towards library work. While the interests of archives and 

libraries largely complement each other with respect to personal authority data, the interests 

diverge somewhat when it comes to data about corporate bodies (e.g., corporate bodies as 

provenance institutions) and geographic entities (e.g., historical territorial authorities and 

places). Also, data on works of film in film archives, such as the German Federal Archives 

Film Archive, which provides data on nearly 300,000 works in its digital reading room, are 

underrepresented in the GND. In the aforementioned areas, there is a simple lack of sufficient 

records in the GND, both quantitatively and qualitatively. In the future, archives will need to 

contribute to the development of authority data in these areas, systematically contribute, and 

maintain the authority data for their respective archival regions. 

Looking ahead, the challenge is to interlink library and archival data and holdings more 

strongly. The GND authority data for persons, corporate bodies, geographic entities, works, 

or subject terms are suitable for use in archives. ISAAR(CPF) - International Standard Archival 

Authority Record for Corporate Bodies, Persons, and Families - is a standard for authority data 

for persons and corporate bodies in the archival field, adopted by the International Council on 

Archives (ICA). The XML schema EAC-CPF - Encoded Archival Context for Corporate Bodies, 

Persons, and Families – was published in version 2.0 in 2022.12 Records in Context (RiC) is 

an archival standard for cataloguing archival materials that supports the integration of authority 

data for the unique identification and disambiguation of entities. RiC even considers the linking 

of archival description with other resources to be a fundamental requirement. 

In the future, semantic enrichment and linking of metadata as Linked Data could contribute to 

the convergence of archival and library data in cross-domain projects and portals. 

 

7. Outlook: Contributing New GND Authority Data  

In addition to the passive use and integration of GND IDs in the cataloguing process (using 

copy and paste), archivists can also actively contribute to the GND under certain conditions, 

such as by correcting erroneous authority records or completing incomplete ones. This need 

usually arises when reconciling institutional cataloguing data or archival information with data 

in the GND. 

Archivists frequently find that certain GND authority records are missing. New records can be 

created, if the respective persons or archives meet the established eligibility criteria. A paper 

from the Archives Interest Group consolidates the ’archival relevance criteria‘ for creating new 

GND records and advocates for the appropriate consideration of the needs of archival 

cataloguing within the network. 

                                                
12 ISAAR(CPF) https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-
record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/ (Accessed: 25 June 2024). 

https://www.ica.org/resource/records-in-contexts-conceptual-model/
https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/
https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/
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Currently, the GND network is expanding steadily, with more and more archival institutions 

getting involved in the GND cooperative. Some archives, such as the State Archives of Baden-

Württemberg, have taken on the responsibilities of a GND agency and assist archives in their 

respective regions. For archives in the federal states of Berlin and Brandenburg, for example, 

the Library of the Prussian Secret State Archives (GStA PK) serves as the designated GND 

agency. Any archive in Berlin and Brandenburg that lacks the capacity to independently create 

or correct personal authority data is invited to contact the GND agency for cooperation. Other 

archives are looking to follow this example and engage with their own agencies within the 

GND network. 

Whether an archive links GND authority data, makes its own data visible in the network, 

engages in data correction, or establishes an agency – working with and on GND authority 

data is always beneficial for archives. It enhances the quality of valuable cultural data, makes 

it more accessible and visible, and connects the work of different institutions with each other 

and with information from other cultural organizations. 

 

Links – Archives as part of the GND cooperative  
 

GND Suitability Criteria: 
https://gnd.network/Webs/gnd/DE/UeberGND/GNDEignungskriterien/eignungskriterien_node.html 
 
GND-Webformular: 
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_Webformular/gnd_webformular.html 
 
Entwurf: Einsatz von GND-Normdaten im Archiv: Archivische Relevanzkriterien. Ein Positionspapier 
der IG Archiv. 29.08.2024, https://wiki.dnb.de/download/attachments/242304007/2024-08-29-
Archivische_Relevanzkriterien.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1725260354000&api=v2 
 
GStA PK GND-Agentur: https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliessung-und-
gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html 
 
LEO-BW-Regional GND-Agentur: https://wiki.bsz-bw.de/display/GND4C/GND-Agentur 

 

  

https://gnd.network/Webs/gnd/DE/UeberGND/GNDEignungskriterien/eignungskriterien_node.html
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_Webformular/gnd_webformular.html
https://wiki.dnb.de/download/attachments/242304007/2024-08-29-Archivische_Relevanzkriterien.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1725260354000&api=v2
https://wiki.dnb.de/download/attachments/242304007/2024-08-29-Archivische_Relevanzkriterien.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1725260354000&api=v2
https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliessung-und-gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html
https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliessung-und-gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html
https://wiki.bsz-bw.de/display/GND4C/GND-Agentur
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8. Appendix 

8.1 List of Abbreviations and Links  
Acronym Name  Website 

AFIS Archivisches 
Fachinformationssystem 
(Archival information system)  

 

Archivport
al-D 

Digital archival material and 
information all over Germany 

https://www.archivportal-d.de/?lang=en  

BSZ Bibliotheksservice-Zentrum 
Baden-Württemberg 

https://www.bsz-bw.de/ 

CC0 
License 

Creative Commons Zero Licence https://creativecommons.org/public-
domain/cc0/ 

DB Deutsche Biographie https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/ 

DDB Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek 
(German Digital Library) 

https://www.deutsche-digitale-
bibliothek.de/ 

DNB Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
(German National Library) 

https://www.dnb.de/  

DNB 
Online 
Standard 
Interface 

Online-Normschnittstelle (Online 
Standard Interface) 

https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Sta
ndardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/o
nline-normschnittstelle_node.html  

DNB-
Katalog 

Catalog of the German National 
Library)  

 

https://www.dnb.de/DE/Benutzung/benut
zung_node.html#sprg225128 

GND-
Webformul
ar  

GND-Webformular (DNB) 

 

https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Sta
ndardisierung/GND/gnd_Webformular/g
nd_webformular.html 

GND-
Explorer 

GND-Explorer (DNB) 

 

https://explore.gnd.network/ 

EIDR Entertainment Identifier Registry 
Association 

https://www.eidr.org/  

FAIR 
Principles 

Findable, Accessible,  
Interoperable, Reusable 

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/  

FES Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung https://www.fes.de/  

GBV Gemeinsamer 
Bibliotheksverbund 

https://www.gbv.de/  

GND Gemeinsame Normdatei (The 
Integrated Authority File GND) 

https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Sta
ndardisierung/GND/gnd_node.html  

GND ID GND Identifier  

GStA PK  Geheimes Staatsarchiv 
Preußischer Kulturbesitz 
(Prussian Secret State Archives) 

https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/  

GStA PK 
GND-
Agentur 
 

GND Agency at GStA PK 
https://gsta.preussischer-
kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliess
ung-und-gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html 

hbz Hochschulbibliothekszentrum 
Nordrhein-Westfalen 

https://www.hbz-nrw.de/ 

IMDb Internet Movie Database https://www.imdb.com/ 

https://www.archivportal-d.de/?lang=en
https://www.bsz-bw.de/
https://creativecommons.org/public-domain/cc0/
https://creativecommons.org/public-domain/cc0/
https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://www.dnb.de/
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/online-normschnittstelle_node.html
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/online-normschnittstelle_node.html
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/OnlineNormschnittstelle/online-normschnittstelle_node.html
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Benutzung/benutzung_node.html#sprg225128
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Benutzung/benutzung_node.html#sprg225128
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_Webformular/gnd_webformular.html
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_Webformular/gnd_webformular.html
https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_Webformular/gnd_webformular.html
https://explore.gnd.network/
https://www.eidr.org/
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://www.fes.de/
https://www.gbv.de/
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_node.html
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_node.html
https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/
https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliessung-und-gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html
https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliessung-und-gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html
https://gsta.preussischer-kulturbesitz.de/schwerpunkte/erschliessung-und-gnd-agentur/gnd-agentur.html
https://www.hbz-nrw.de/
https://www.imdb.com/
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ISAAR(CP
F) 

International Standard Archival 
Authority Record for Corporate 
Bodies, Persons and Families 

https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-
international-standard-archival-authority-
record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-
and-families-2nd-edition/ 

ISAN International Standard 
Audiovisual Number 

https://www.isan.org/ 

ISNI International Standard Name 
Identifier 

https://isni.org/ 

ISWC International Standard Musical 
Work Code 

https://www.iswc.org/ 

LCSH Library of Congress Subject 
Headings 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subje
ct/ 

lobid linking open bibliographic data  https://lobid.org/index-de  

lobid-GND 
lobid-GND 
 

https://lobid.org/gnd 

OGND Online GND (BSZ) https://www.bsz-bw.de/ognd.html 

ORCID Open Researcher and 
Contributor Identifier 

https://orcid.org/ 

RAMEAU Répertoire d'autorité-matière 
encyclopédique alphabétique 
unifié 

https://rameau.bnf.fr/  

RiC Records in Context https://www.ica.org/resource/records-in-
contexts-conceptual-model/ 

SRU Standard Search / Retrieve via 
URL 

https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Me
tadatendienste/Datenbezug/SRU/sru.ht
ml 

SWB Südwestdeutscher 
Bibliotheksverbund 

https://www.bsz-bw.de/swb.html 

VIAF Virtual International Authority File https://viaf.org/de 

Wikidata Q 
ID 

Wikidata Q Identifier https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4364939
0 

WebGND  
WebGND (Eurospider) 
 

http://gnd.eurospider.com/  

X-Tree eXtended node tree https://xtree-public.digicult-
verbund.de/vocnet/ 

ZLB Zentral- und Landesbibliothek 
Berlin (Berlin Central and 
Regional Library) 

https://www.zlb.de/ 

   

 

  

https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/
https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/
https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/
https://www.ica.org/resource/isaar-cpf-international-standard-archival-authority-record-for-corporate-bodies-persons-and-families-2nd-edition/
https://www.isan.org/
https://isni.org/
https://www.iswc.org/
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/
https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/
https://lobid.org/index-de
https://lobid.org/gnd
https://www.bsz-bw.de/ognd.html
https://orcid.org/
https://wiki.dnb.de/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=263851266
https://wiki.dnb.de/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=263851266
https://rameau.bnf.fr/
https://www.ica.org/resource/records-in-contexts-conceptual-model/
https://www.ica.org/resource/records-in-contexts-conceptual-model/
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Metadatendienste/Datenbezug/SRU/sru.html
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Metadatendienste/Datenbezug/SRU/sru.html
https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Metadatendienste/Datenbezug/SRU/sru.html
https://www.bsz-bw.de/swb.html
https://viaf.org/de
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q43649390
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q43649390
http://gnd.eurospider.com/
https://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/
https://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/
https://www.zlb.de/
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8.2 List of Figures 

Cover Image (Front): Representation of relations on the fact sheet for the person (Piz) 

Hannah Arendt in the GND Explorer. Screenshot: 

https://explore.gnd.network/en/gnd/11850391X/relations?term=Hannah%20Arendt&rows=25

&pos=1 (Accessed: 23 May 2025). 

Figure 1: Search for the location "Schönberg" on the website leo-bw.de, Screenshot: 

https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-

gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=norm

al&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearch

Result_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 8. 

Figure 2: Screenshot with color-marked truncation suggestion in the local system after 

integrating the GND reference, Media Database Stormarn District Archive under 

www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de. 

https://www.kreisarchiv-

stormarn.de/mediadb/?collections=130&lnum=24434&q=Klaus%20Klingner&showtree=1 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 9. 

Figure 3: The film Shoah in the GND Explorer. 

https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/041997263/relations (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 10. 

Figure 4: Info button for Clara Zetkin. Digital German Women's Archive. 

https://www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de/akteurinnen/clara-zetkin#actor-network 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 11. 

Figure 5: Person page for Hannah Arendt in Archivportal-D. Screenshot. 

https://www.archivportal-d.de/person/gnd/11850391X (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 12. 

Figure 6: BEACON file from the Hessian Institute for Regional History (HIL) for the Hessian 

Biography. Screenshot (excerpt). 

lagis-hessen.de/gnd.txt (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 13. 

Figure 7: "Pringsheim, Lily," in: Hessian Biography. 

https://www.lagis-hessen.de/pnd/1030506094 (Status: 28 September 2024). Screenshot 

(Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 14. 

Figure 8: Search result in Archivportal-D for Franz Josef Strauß: 

Results with GND ID and digital copies are listed first. Screenshot. 

https://www.archivportal-

d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmedia

type_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20 (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 15. 

Figure 9: Archivportal-D, Thematic portal Weimar Republic. Screenshot. 

https://www.archivportal-d.de/themenportale/weimarer-republik (Accessed: 10 December 

2024), p. 16. 

https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
https://www.leo-bw.de/en/web/guest/ergebnisliste-gross?p_p_id=LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_searchId=1711378620554&_LEOBWSearchResult_WAR_sucheportlet_action=liste
http://www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de/
https://www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de/mediadb/?collections=130&lnum=24434&q=Klaus%20Klingner&showtree=1
https://www.kreisarchiv-stormarn.de/mediadb/?collections=130&lnum=24434&q=Klaus%20Klingner&showtree=1
https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/041997263/relations
https://www.digitales-deutsches-frauenarchiv.de/akteurinnen/clara-zetkin#actor-network
https://www.archivportal-d.de/person/gnd/11850391X
https://www.lagis-hessen.de/pnd/1030506094
https://www.archivportal-d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20
https://www.archivportal-d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20
https://www.archivportal-d.de/objekte?query=Franz+Josef+Strau%C3%9F&facetValues%5B%5D=type_fct%3Dmediatype_002&isThumbnailFiltered=false&rows=20
https://www.archivportal-d.de/themenportale/weimarer-republik


38 

 

Figure 10: xTree, provided by digicult-verbund.de, Screenshot. 

http://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/?uriVocItem=http://vocab.archivportal-

d.de/00149&startNode=01099&lang=de&d=n (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 16. 

Figure 11: OGND. Screenshot 

https://swb.bsz-bw.de/ (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 19. 

Figure 12 & 13: Wikidata Q-Identifier for Rose Valland. Screenshot (detail). 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q222961 (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 21-22. 

Figure 14: Konrad Zuse in Deutsche Biographie. Screenshot (detail). 

https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/sfz109268.html (Accessed: 10 December 2024), p. 23. 

Figure 15: Entity type "Person" (piz) using the example of engineer Konrad Zuse (GND No. 

118637436) in the GND Explorer. Screenshot (detail). 

https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/118637436?term=Zuse&rows=25&pos=1 (Accessed: 10 

December 2024), p. 24. 

Figures 16 & 17: Example of authority data integration in the editing and user views of 

AUGIAS X software.s 

Screenshot University Archive Dortmund (Accessed: 19 June 2024), p. 25-26. 

Figure 18: GND record search from within AFIS. Screenshot of scopeArchiv Version 5.3 

software at the Archive of Social Democracy, Friedrich Ebert Foundation. p. 27. 

Figure 19: Enhanced master record with standardized geodata and integrated map display. 

Screenshot of the software oikos at the Archive of Social Democracy, Friedrich Ebert 

Foundation (FES), p. 28. 

Figure 20: Updating imported GND records. Screenshot AFIS scopeArchiv Version 5.3 at 

the Archive of Social Democracy, Friedrich Ebert Foundation, p. 29. 

Cover Image (Back): Representation of relations on the fact sheet for the person (Piz) 

Hannah Arendt in the GND Explorer. Screenshot: 

https://explore.gnd.network/en/gnd/11850391X/relations?term=Hannah%20Arendt&rows=25

&pos=1  (Accessed: 23 May 2025). 

  

http://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/?uriVocItem=http://vocab.archivportal-d.de/00149&startNode=01099&lang=de&d=n
http://xtree-public.digicult-verbund.de/vocnet/?uriVocItem=http://vocab.archivportal-d.de/00149&startNode=01099&lang=de&d=n
https://swb.bsz-bw.de/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q222961
https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/sfz109268.html
https://explore.gnd.network/gnd/118637436?term=Zuse&rows=25&pos=1
https://explore.gnd.network/en/gnd/11850391X/relations?term=Hannah%20Arendt&rows=25&pos=1
https://explore.gnd.network/en/gnd/11850391X/relations?term=Hannah%20Arendt&rows=25&pos=1
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Figure Cover (Back): Representation of relations on the fact sheet for the person (Piz) 
Hannah Arendt in the GND Explorer. Screenshot: 
https://explore.gnd.network/en/gnd/11850391X/relations?term=Hannah%20Arendt&rows=25
&pos=1  (Accessed: 23 May 2025). 
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This guide on the use of the Integrated Authority File (GND) in archives aims to help 

archivists to use the GND by providing information and examples of best practices. The 

goal is to motivate the use of GND authority files in archives and to highlight the benefits 

of authority files, especially for all those who conduct research in archives. The target 

audience includes individuals working in archives, service providers offering archive 

systems, and general archive users who benefit from the use of GND in archives. The 

guide is enriched with screenshots from the practice of cataloguing and indexing practices 

of various institutions, including municipal archives, university archives, private and state 

archives. 


